UNIFORM SWEATBAND FOR A CAP 



BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
Field of the Invention 

The present invention is related to the field of caps 
having visors and, more particularly, to a baseball-style cap with 
a sweatband having improved appearance and perspiration absorption 
capability. 

Description of the Related Art 

A baseball style cap generally includes a crown main 
body, a visor portion that is secured to the forward edge of the 
crown and extends outwardly therefrom, and a sweatband attached to 
the lower part of the inside of the crown. The sweatband is 
constructed from bias-cut fabric sewn together with vinyl and 
nonwoven fabric to absorb perspiration from the forehead. 

Side and cross-sectional views of a conventional 
sweatband are shown in Figures 1 and 1A. As shown, fabric 5 is cut 
in the bias direction to a desired length and folded to overlap. 
The overlapping section of fabric is sewn with a row of stitching 
6a and the other edge of the folded fabric is sewn with a second 
row of stitching 6b. This type of sweatband has an incomplete 
appearance and also lacks adequate perspiration absorbency. 

A second style of conventional sweatband is shown in 
Figures 2 and 2A. As in Figures 1 and 1A, the fabric 5 is cut in 
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the bias direction to a desired length. However, in this style, 
subsidiary materials such as nonwoven fabric 10 and vinyl 11 are 
layered with the fabric 5 which is then folded over such materials. 
The overlapping section of fabric is sewn with the materials using 
5 two rows of stitching 7a, 7b. The materials 10, 11 act to improve 
perspiration absorption, but also increase production cost. 
Similarly, Figures 3 and 3A depict another conventional sweatband 
having nonwoven fabric 10 incorporated therein and secured with 
four lines of stitching 8a, 8b, 8c, 8d. Like the style shown in 
10 Figures 2 and 2A, the style depicted in Figures 3 and 3A has 
|j increased production costs due to the additional material 10, and 

5 

.fl also results in reduced productivity due to the additional sewing 
and manhours required to cut and fold the fabric with the 
subsidiary materials. 
lEp Accordingly, a need exists for a cap having a sweatband 

y» with improved perspiration absorbency and appearance, which can be 
p constructed efficiently and at low cost. 
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In view of the foregoing, one object of the present 
20 invention is to provide improved productivity in cap manufacture by 
eliminating the need for sewing a joint portion of a sweatband. 

Another object of the present invention is a cap having 
a complete appearance which is aesthetically pleasing due to the 
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weaving of a tunnel-shaped sweatband. 

Yet another object of the invention is a cap with reduced 
production requirements, having a sweatband made by weaving of a 
yarn which has a good perspiration absorbency in itself, thereby 
eliminating the need to add subsidiary materials which would 
otherwise be necessary to increase absorbency. 

A further object of the present invention is a sweatband 
for a cap which, through selected stitching, can serve as a guide 
line for cap manufacturing workers responsible for sewing the 
sweatband to the lower part of the crown of the cap. 

In accordance with these and other objects, the present 
invention is directed to a cap having a sweatband woven of stretch 
or non-stretch yarn. The sweatband is woven in a tubular manner so 
that the resulting fabric is tunnel-shaped, forming a tubular 
channel, with no need for stitching to form the tube. With this 
construction, manufacturing is simplified and, due to the good 
perspiration absorbency of the fabric, no subsidiary materials are 
necessary. 

These together with other objects and advantages which 
will become subsequently apparent reside in the details of 
construction and operation as more fully hereinafter described and 
claimed, reference being had to the accompanying drawings forming 
a part hereof, wherein like numerals refer to like parts 
throughout . 




BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Figure 1 is a side view of a conventional sweatband; 
Figure 1A is an end view of the sweatband of Figure 1; 
Figure 2 is a side view of a second style of conventional 

5/ sweatband; 

J 

i$ Figure 2A is an end view of the sweatband of Figure 2; 

Figure 3 is a side view of yet another conventional 

sweatband; 

Figure 3A is an end view of the sweatband of Figure 3; 
10U Figure 4 is a side view of a woven tubular sweatband in 

jj§ accordance with the present invention; 

S 

Figure 4A is an end view of the sweatband of Figure 4; 

DO 

p Figure 5 is a side view with partial cross-section of a 

UJ 

15;^, cap with the woven tubular sweatband of Figure 4. 



DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 
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In describing a preferred embodiment of the invention 
illustrated in the drawings, although only one preferred embodiment 
of the invention is explained in detail, it is to be understood 
20 that the embodiment is given by way of illustration only. It is 
not intended that the invention be limited in its scope to the 
details of construction and arrangement of components set forth in 
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the following description or illustrated in the drawings. Also, in 
describing the preferred embodiments, specific terminology will be 
resorted to for the sake of clarity. It is to be understood that 
each specific term includes all technical equivalents which operate 
in a similar manner to accomplish a similar purpose. 

In accordance with a preferred embodiment of the present 
invention, the present invention is directed to a tubular woven 
sweatband such as that shown in Figures 4 and 4A, for incorporation 
into a baseball-style cap such as that shown in Figure 5. As 
illustrated in the Figure 5, the cap includes a plurality of fabric 
segments forming a crown main body 1, a visor portion 2 that is 
secured to the forward edge of the crown, and a sweatband 3 that is 
secured to the lower peripheral edge of the interior of the crown. 
Inside the visor 2, a piece of reinforcing material 4 is inserted 
between upper and lower fabric portions to maintain the shape of 
the visor. 

As shown in Figures 4 and 4A, the tubular sweatband is 
woven of yarn 3 that readily absorbs perspiration. The yarn may be 
normal spun thread or spun thread having quick moisture absorbency. 
Unlike prior art designs, separate sewing of two unjoined ends is 
not necessary, nor is cutting of the fabric along the bias. 
Instead, the sweatband is woven to be tubular, forming a central 
tunnel 9c, and is simply cut to the proper length. In addition, 
because the fabric has good absorbency in itself, no additional 



fabric or vinyl inserts are necessary to obtain adequate absorption 
capability. As a result, manufacturers of caps using the inventive 
sweatband can maximize productivity and minimize production costs. 
Of course, material which increases absorbency can be added if 
5 desired. 

While not necessary to join fabric portions, two lines of 
stitching 9a, 9b can be sewn along the edges of the sweatband 3. 
Such stitching serves to reinforce the shape of the sweatband and 
also provides a guideline for sewing of the sweatband to the crown 
10 portion. The result is easier sewing of the sweatband to the inner 
brim of the crown portion and a neat and clean looking brim line. 

*2! The sweatband according to the present invention is 

fey 

yo 

J !: uniform in appearance, having the same look on both the inner and 

rg 

outer surfaces, upgrading the quality of the sweatband and 

u 

15^ enhancing aesthetic appeal. 

The foregoing descriptions and drawings should be 
p considered as illustrative only of the principles of the invention. 

fu 

The invention may be configured in a variety of shapes and sizes 
and is not limited by the dimensions of the preferred embodiment. 
20 Numerous applications of the present invention will readily occur 
to those skilled in the art. For example, the tubular sweatband 
may be incorporated into hats and caps of other styles. Therefore, 
it is not desired to limit the invention to the specific examples 
disclosed or the exact construction and operation shown and 
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described. Rather, all suitable modifications and equivalents may 
be resorted to, falling within the scope of the invention. 
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